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Before that… What is Surfing??? Is only it?



I - One “brief” regarding the issue



What is a Surfing Reserve?

“A model for preserving wave breaks and their surrounding areas by recognizing 
and protecting the key environmental, cultural, economic and community attributes 
of surfing areas” (Save The Waves)

“Iconic places of intrinsic environmental, heritage, sporting and cultural value to a 
nation. NSR embrace all peoples to enjoy, understand and protect special coastal 
environments of universal value to the surfing world (Australian National Surfing Reserves)

Is there a specific name for this kind of tool?



Criteria ( One example from Save The Waves Coalition NGO)



What for? Threats!

Relationship between surf break and the wave mechanics

(e.g.) “The Spit Aramoana” – New Zealand

Source: <https://savearamoana.wordpress.com/wave-mechanics/>

Some examples:

- Conflicts of multiple uses: marinas, jetties, breakwaters, airports, 

urbanization, industrial pollution and runoff, and barred access to 
beaches etc

Source: Surfbreak Protection Society



What for? Threats!

Source: Monteferri, GWC-2018



What for? Some Opportunities, Benefits...

- Surfonomics

- Surfing life saving (i.e. prevent drowning)

- Engaged people to protect the environment and local culture…



Stakeholders

Surfers Appreciating Natural Environment (AUS)

National Surfing Reserves (AUS)

ECOSURF (Brazil)

Fundación Rompientes (Chile)

Fundacion Punta de Lobos (Chile)

Surf Rider Foundation (EUA)

SurfBreak Protection Society (NZ)

Conservamos por la Naturaleza (Peru)

Sociedad Peruana de Derecho Ambiental (Peru)

Federación Nacional de Tabla (Peru) 

Surfers Against Seawage (UK)



MARINE PROTECT AREAS and...



II – One “big ocean surfing countries” law overview

Australia
LEGAL RECOGNITION: Bells Beach “land-based reserve in 1973” Coastal Management Act de
1995 and Victorian Coastal Strategy 2008. Crown Lands Act 1989-2016, NSW;

GOVERNANCE: National Surfing Reserves (NSR); Regional Surfing Reserves (RSR), World
Surfing Reserves (WSR).

New Zealand
LEGAL RECOGNITION: New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement (NZCPS) 2010;

GOVERNANCE: Surfbreak Protection Society

Peru
LEGAL RECOGNITION: Ley de Preservación de las Rompientes Apropiadas para la Práctica
Deportiva - 2000 (DECRETO SUPREMO n° 015-2013-DE)

World Surfing Reserves 2009 (WSR)
GOVERNANCE: By NGO Save the Waves Coalition, National Surfing Reserves (NSR):
International Surfing Association (ISA).



Brazil: Our Survey
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In this universe...

APA PARNA



Brazilian potential for 
surfing reserves as a new 
sort of ETEP (Brazilian 
Protected Area) and 
protecting surf breaks by 
already existing 
categories – APAS:



Brazilian potential for 
surfing reserves as a new 
sort of ETEP and 
protecting surf breaks by 
already existing 
categories – PARNAS:



Considering this 
potential in states 
(regional) and municipal 
(local) levels...





GOOD 
GOVERNANCE,
LAW 
EFFECTIVENESS?

• Surfing reserves are a viable model to awaken the attention
of governmental and non-governmental actors for the
purpose of Incorporation into the list of marine and coastal
protected areas for protection of the surf breaks as well as it
must be design under International Legal Framework (i.e.
CDB Convention) objectives and principles, noting that for
their appointment, WRS, NSR, Surf Breaks Protection or
other models;

• There are several types of protected areas and their
functions reach the social and economic fields, in line with
principles such as participatory, information, effectiveness
etc. From a Law overview its protection must to link to the
decision of the regional and local government, highlighting
the role of civil society in this process;

• It is necessary a construction of a socio-environmental
governance process to enable the protection of such spaces
and resources, especially in a scenario which the
governmental actions are not enough for the adequate
socio-environmental management of the ecosystems,
demanding the participation of the civil society, specially
surfers and community. Not only by law neither by soft
law! The effectiveness of Law requires different and
creative approaches!
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