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Why mapping environmental law ? 

Objectives:   
Ø MSP / ICZM 
Ø Relevant and synthetic information 

Context:  
Ø A vast and complex legal framework (international / 

national / local) 
Ø Scattered sectoral legal texts from several 

administrations 
Ø Legal texts generating regulated limits and areas 

Introduction 
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•  Using international and 
national databases (Ex: 
ECOLEX) 

•  Meeting with services and 
administrations concerned 

Team: 
•  lawyer researcher 
•  national lawyers  
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Methodology / Structuring 

Structuring by activity, by 
gear, by species, by 
company, as a function of 
time... 

Structuring by type of legal text: 
-  Legal texts for defense, safety of 

navigation 
-  Specific legal texts for the activity in 

analysis 

Structuring according to typological 
level: 
-  Level 1: fishing activity 
-  Level 2: trawlers 
-  Level 3: shrimp trawl fishing 
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Ø Existing geographic reference 
information 

Ø Digitization of missing 
geographic information 

Ø  Integration into a coherent 
geodatabase 

Ø Metadata 
Ø  Interactive cartography 
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Official marine charts / ENC 

Existing geographic reference information  



Existing geographic reference information  
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the description of 
the zones is done 
in a textual way 
 
The goal is to 
convert this text 
information into 
map information 

Digitizing geographic information  



In the legal texts, 
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Digitizing geographic information  

No need for  
advanced skills  
in geomatics 



Not always so easy! 
Typing errors, inconsistencies… 
Old marks that no longer exist… 
Lawyers are not geographers! 

Digitizing geographic information  
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Oil & Gas prospecting 















Ratification dates for the  
Biodiversity and  
Pollution Conventions 









Mapping / SDI / Cartographic Atlas Online  



Mapping / SDI / Metadata catalog 



Mapping / SDI / Geovisualization 
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Ø Validation by the competent 

authorities 

Ø Validation by stakeholders 





Ø Geographers can also make errors and mistakes… 
Ø Misinterpretation of legal texts 

Geographers are not lawyers! 

Validation 
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Ø Regulation can evolve quite 

quickly 

Ø An update process is essential 



The update process should be scheduled: 

Ø  From a technical point of view 

Ø  From an organizational point of view 

Update 
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PRINCIPLE RESULTS: 

Ø Global and synthetic vision of 
environmental law 

Ø Communication to different audiences 

Ø Highlighting errors, missing information 
and/or regulation 

Ø Highlighting inconsistencies or regulatory 
redundancies 

Ø Contribution to Marine Environmental Law 
Textbooks in West Africa 

Conclusion 

Policy 
Brief 





Conclusion 

NEXT STEPS: 

Ø Optimization of dissemination and geovisualiation 
online by using SDI 

Ø Implementation of a real-time update process 

Ø Promote Capacity Building (legal and geomatics skills) 

Ø Better understanding of the uses of this type of 
information by stakeholders 

Ø Extension to all tropical Atlantic countries. Go brasil! 


