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Introduction 

The eLTER site catalogue is a product of the eLTER H2020 project (WP5, 
deliverable 5.2). It will be a visually attractive and informative document that we can 
use to help explain what LTER-Europe is, and what the network’s sites can offer 
end users. It will include a selection of sites (the transnational access and virtual 
access sites proposed by project members). 
 
The catalogue will serve as a marketing aid, promoting the sites, the DEIMS 
database and the European LTER network as a whole. We can distribute it both 
online and in hard copy format at key European and global events to promote 
European LTER. A sister product, the final eLTER project brochure will include 
more information about other aspects and achievements of the project. 
 
In order to produce a high quality product, we need the help and support of the site 
managers responsible for the sites included in the catalogue. 
 
Draft site pages have been produced and we now need site managers to check 
them carefully and update DEIMS where necessary. This document is designed to 
help site managers to check their site page and improve it where necessary. 

Where to find site pages 
All draft site catalogue pages are available on NextCloud: 
 
https://docs.umweltbundesamt.at/s/T81qkC1x7OEm0pR?
path=%2FStakeholders%20and%20Communcation 
Password: 0Chocolate0 
 
There is one file per country. Within each file, the sites are arranged alphabetically by the 
site name. If cannot find your site, please let us know. To our knowledge, we have produced 
a site page for each TA and VA site (155 sites in total). 

What to do now 
Please check your site page, using this document as a guide. If there are issues with your 
site, such as missing information, text that is too short or too long, missing images, etc., 
please update your site’s record on DEIMS before  March 11th. If you have any questions, 
please contact Alessandra Pugnetti (alessandra.pugnetti@ismar.cnr.it). 
 
Please note that the site pages were produced based on an export of DEIMS data made in 
March 2017. If you have updated your site since then your site catalogue page and the 
information on DEIMS may not match exactly. 



A typical site page – 1  
This is a good example of a catalogue site page. 

All the elements are included and there is just 
the right amount of text  

Ideally, the description and purpose 
should occupy the left column only … 

… and right column should contain 
these other site details 

Two good 
photos of 
the site 
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Country 
Site name 

Catalogue one 
line description 

Either 
General site 
description 
or, if provided 
Catalogue 
description 
 
Max 1500 characters, 
including spaces 

Either 
Purpose of site 
or, if provided 
Catalogue Purpose 
 
Max 900 characters, 
including spaces 

Observation 
design 

Experimentation 
design 

Uploaded images (Images field) 
(editors will select two to use) 

Site code 

A typical site page – 2  
From which DEIMS fields do the data come from? 
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See next page 
for these fields 



Catalogue 
location 

Ecosystem type 

Research topics 

Contact: 
Site 
Manager 

All parts of 
site 
accessible 

Accessible 
all year 

Access 
type Infrastructure 

(not all values used) 

Web address (you can 
provide >1 web link) 

A typical site page – 3 
From which DEIMS fields do the data come from? 
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If this one line 
description is missing 

add it at 
Project related 

forms > 
Catalogue one 

line 
description 

Are you happy with the 
description? Does it 
follow the DEIMS 
guidelines? If not make 
edits. See later for more 
information.  

Are you happy with the images 
chosen? If not, upload new ones 
to DEIMS and tell Andy Sier which 
ones to use. See later for more 
information 

Checking your site page – 1 

Are you happy with the 
purpose? Does it follow 
the DEIMS guidelines? If 
not make edits. See later 
for more information 
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See next page 
for these fields 

Are these correct? Do they 
make logical sense when 
read together? If not, edit 
Focus, design and 
scale of site > 
Observation Design 
and 
Experimentation 
Design 

Do the site name 
and site code 
match up? 



If the location text is missing, add it at 
Project related forms > Catalogue 
location 

Make sure you have 
completed Ecosystem and 
Environmental 
Characteristics > 
Ecosystem Type  

Make sure you have 
completed Focus, 
Design and Scale > 
Research topics 

Provide full site contact 
details at Contact 
Details > Site 
Manager 
Note: you may have to 
create a Person record 
first. Please include an 
email address 
 
Note: for this version, 
email addresses were 
left out but we will 
include them in the final 
version 

In Infrastructure and 
Operation, please check that 
Accessible all year, All 
parts of site accessible 
and Access Type are all 
correct.  

In Infrastructure 
and Operation please 
complete the 
Infrastructure field 
as fully as you can 

Add web addresses, at 
Contact Details > 
Web address. You 
can add >1 web 
address 

Checking your site page – 2 
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Site description and purpose 

Because page space is limited, we have set 
character limits for the description and 
purpose text: 
 
Description max. 1500 characters 
Purpose max. 900 characters 
 
These limits include the spaces! 
 
If the existing text in General Site 
Description and Purpose of Site is 
within these limits, we can use it. 
 
If the text is too long, you have two options: 
 
1.  Edit the text in the above fields so that it is 

shorter 
 
or 
 
2.  Leave those fields as they are and provide 

specific text for use in the catalogue. 

Choose option 2 if you want there to be longer 
text on the DEIMS website. 
 
To provide specific text for the catalogue, go 
to Project related forms and fill in: 
 
Catalogue description 
 
and  
 
Catalogue purpose 
 
These fields have character limits sets. 
 
Notes 
1.  when we create your site page, we will 

always use Catalogue Description 
and Catalogue Purpose if they are 
filled in 

2.  Please avoid using bulleted or numbered 
lists in these fields. Regular paragraphs 
are better. 
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Site photos 
There is space for two images for each site, 
one main one and one smaller one. We take 
these images from DEIMS. 
 
Why does my site page not have any 
pictures? This is probably because we 
couldn’t find a suitable image for the site. 
Maps and data plots are not suitable; good 
quality single photographs are. Some sites 
have provided photo montages but we can’t 
easily use these. See below for example of 
images that we can’t use in the catalogue. 
 
We need high quality image because we will 
print copies of the catalogue. Low quality 
images don’t look good on a page! 

We won’t use maps like this … 

… or montages like this in the catalogue. But remember, 
you can add up to 10 images per site to DEIMS and we 
only need two for the catalogue. 

So, to be sure your site is nicely illustrated please upload 2 or more photos of your site. They must be: 
•  Good quality, that is sharp, clear, colourful and interesting 
•  Large size. A 100 mm x 100 mm square photo at 300 dpi would be fine. 

Note that images you upload to DEIMS can be up to 10 Mb in size. Please upload the largest size you can. 
 
In DEIMS you add images at Name and General Description > Images. 
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Site coordinates 
We will include a map of all the sites included in the catalogue so please check that the site 
coordinates given in DEIMS are correct (see Geographic location > Coordinates) 


